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Abstract 
Research is the process or an activity that aims at exploring new knowledge by searching 
again. Research is fundamental to different fields of study- be it sciences, arts, commerce etc. The legal 
field is also largely dependent on research for amendments in the legislative provisions, enactment of 
new provisions and advancement of the overall legal system.  
 The bibliography in a work is placed at the end of the work. It serves as a condensed source for 
the readers to know which works have been consulted and also allows list for further reading. 
Bibliographic research involves specifying each work referred, while putting together or preparing a 
research piece (paper or article, note etc). The various works consulted are arranged by the author’s 
name – some formats use surname first and others also allow first name to be kept in the beginning. 
The bibliography in case of legal research generally includes Dictionaries, Encyclopaedia, Journals, 
Digests, Statutes/Acts, Reports of Law Commissions and Case Laws. 
Key Words – Assist, Bibliography, Kinds, Legal, Research.  
1. INTRODUCTION: 
Research refers to a search for knowledge. It is an academic activity and as such the term should be 
used in a technical sense. Research has opened its eyes in the lap of inquisitive mind. Inquisitive mind 
conceive the seeds of research from the self- enlightenment.
1
 It is an important means of acquiring new 
knowledge and truth about a subject.
2
 It provides an opportunity for improvement. Research is carried 
on with two objectives:  to enable researcher in developing the most appropriate methodology for their 
research studies and secondly to make them familiar with the art of using different methods and 
techniques. Research methodology is a way to systematically solve the research problem.
3
 In research 
methodology one has to mention not only the method he used, but also consider the logic behind the 
method used as well as explanation for not using others so that he himself and other people can 
evaluate. Three features put together define research as: 
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 An examination or investigation is being undertaken. 
 To establish some principle or to find some fact or to answer some problem on some other 
similar objective. 
 With a well- defined method. 
Change in society demand that law should be moved with time if it has to remain alive, active and 
useful, if it aware of its lacunas and take step to overcome it with the passage of time. When research is 
undertaken as a part of the process of law reform, it is undertaken for making suggestions for 
improvement in the law on concrete and easily identifiable matters and the formulation of those 
proposals in the precise terms.
4
  The aim of law is to regulate the human behaviour in the present day 
society and hence legal research must be directed to the study of the relationship between the world of 
the law and the world that the law purports to govern.
5
Legal phenomena requires their own research 
methodology. The methodology of legal studies involves their own rules, interpretation and criteria for 




Legal researcher do not make systematic research into social, political and other facts conditions 
which give rise to the individual rules, acts or codes. They also examine the socio- legal and other 
effects of those acts or rules. A legal research inevitably involves the use of the books, pamphlets, 
periodicals and documentary materials in libraries. A researcher should know how to use resource of 
libraries. He should understand the ways in which library organize their collections and with 
knowledge of basic bibliographic and reference material. With the help of bibliography he can go 
through other books and the bibliographies of other books help him to select book on that topic 
further.
7
 Bibliography has been called the grammar of literary investigation. 
2. CONCEPT OF BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH: 
Bibliographical research is a student guide to know how the knowledge is constructed and 
disseminated in composition studies, as well as a thorough handbook on how to conduct 
bibliographic in the discipline. 
2.1 ORIGIN OF THE TERM:  
The term “Bibliography” was first used by Louis Jacob de Saint Charles in his Bibliographia 
Parisiana (1645-50), and became popular in the eighteenth century. It is derived from two Greek 
words, “biblion” and “graphein.” “Biblion” means “books,” and “graphein” is “to write”. Thus, 
etymologically bibliography means the writing of books. This is the original meaning given in the 
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Oxford English Dictionary, which prevailed during the seventeenth century. Thus, the bibliography 
was originally defined as the writing and transcription of books.
8
 
Later on bibliography included composition as well. This meaning persisted as late as the 
eighteenth century, when in France, its meaning changed from the “writing of books” to “writing about 
books.” In this sense the great German Bibliographer, F. Ebert defined bibliography as, “in the 
broadest sense, the science that deals with literary productions.”
9
 This led to its being regarded as “the 
science of books.” The concept of bibliography as a science of books has an important implications. In 
this new sense it was first used to study the intellectual aspects of books and thus the history of 
literature in general, as well as in the scholarly sense was included in it. It was also applied to the 
history and method of printing, the book trade, book collecting, etc.
10
 
The origin of the word bibliography in India was traced in the Vedic period it was called 
Anukramanikas. It contained list and form of sutras, the number of verses, the hymns, the name and 
the family of Rishi to whom the hymn was ascribed and the metre or metres in which the hymn was 
composed. Apart from the Vedic times there is ample evidence that bibliographies were also compiled 
in the epic period.
11
 
2.2 MEANING AND DEFINITION OF BIBLIOGRAPHY:  
Bibliography literally signifies the descriptions of books in a more extended sense, it denotes 
the knowledge of books first the material of which they are composed; secondly subjects discussed by 
their respective authors; thirdly the knowledge of different edition of books and lastly the rank which 
they ought to hold in the system of classification adopted for arranging a library. 
Currently, the bibliography is considered “as the technique of systematically producing 
descriptive lists of written or published records (especially books and similar materials),” and is 
defined “as such a list, so produced,” and is supposed to give sufficient detail to fulfil its aim.
12
 Strictly 
speaking, it is a complete and uncritical list and is not intended to include critical comments. In actual 
practice the question of a bibliography being complete in respect of defined boundaries or limitations 
is not achieved fully due to economic factors and other reasons. In the strictest sense, a reading list is 
not a bibliography but in practice it is undesirably termed a select bibliography. 
There are varying definitions of a bibliography. Some emphasise its close relationship to 
science and others, its closeness to art. As a result, some consider it a science and others regard it as an 
art. Esdaile rightly says – “Bibliography is an art and also a science. The art is that of recording books; 
the science, necessary to it, is that of the making of books and of their extent record.”  
In simple words, bibliographical research means listing all sources which one has e consulted 
while writing his essay or research article. The sources may be in the form of printed and online books, 
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websites, web documents, web blogs, newspaper articles, Journals, maps etc. citation ensures that the 
information contained in the research paper is based on logic, truth and facts.
13
 Absence of reference or 
bibliography indicates that the paper may be a piece of plagiarism.   
2.3 DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONCEPT: 
Early bibliographies were mostly publishers’ trade lists of books, and in libraries, a few 
catalogues of books were available. The next important step was the compilation of regional 
catalogues called Messkataloge (fair catalogue) in the second half of the sixteen century. It was during 
this period also that Konrad Gesner attempted to list all scholarly publications in the world. The 
national bibliography developed further during the seventeenth century. About the middle of 
seventeenth century, descriptive notes began to be appended to the list of books. Towards the 
beginning of eighteenth century critical bibliographies also came to be compiled, and subject book list 
covering one or more subjects became rather common by the middle of the century. Subject 
bibliographies listing books and periodicals articled were common only during the twentieth century.
14
 
Bibliographical research is the development and maintenance of a system of adequate recording 
of all forms of material published which add to the sum of human knowledge and information.
15
 
2.4 CONTENTS OF BIBLIOGRAPHY:  
             Bibliography contains all the material that has been read in preparation. This may include 
sources that have not been explicitly referred in footnotes or cited directly.
16
 Bibliographical research 
includes all sources that you have consulted while writing your essay or research article. Bibliography 
consists of particular of literature referred to it and actually utilized in the preparation of research 
report. A standard bibliography for a book consists of : 
 Author 
 Title 
 Publisher and Place of publication 
 Year of publication 
3. PURPOSE OF BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Bibliographical research serves to guide the librarian in the chaotic world of books and other 
forms of communication. Entries in a bibliography are similar to a footnote or endnote (cited for the 
first time) in that they include almost the same material in generally the same order. However there are 
some differences, which stem from the purpose and placement. The purpose of bibliography is to list a 
work in full details: name of the author(s); full title of the work; place; publisher; and date of 
publication. The purpose of the note is primarily to inform the reader about the location of the source, 
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which makes it necessary to mention page, section or other necessary information- from which the 
researcher has taken the material cited in the work.
17
 
The basic aim of the bibliography is to assist the user in locating the existence of or identifying 
the book or any other material which may be of interest to him. In the case of a researcher, a 
bibliography enables him to find out what has already been written on his subject and allows him to 
keep himself well- informed and up to date. This avoids duplication in research. Saving him both time 
and money.  
The secondary aim of bibliography is to serve as a tool for book selection, the identification and 
verification of bibliographic details, location of material (in terms of place of publication, location in 
the library or point of purchase. More often a reader is concerned with what is available on a given 
subject in various forms). However, the efficacy of a bibliography depends upon the agency producing 




3.1 FINDING THE EXISTENCE OR IDENTIFICATION OF       DOCUMENTS: 
A scholar may know of a document but in order to verify its existence, he has to depend upon a 
bibliography, which will also assist him in identifying the document. This is achieved by giving 
sufficient bibliographic details, like the full names of authors and collaborators, complete title, edition, 
place and year of publication, publishers name, notes, etc. so as to distinguish one work from another. 
 
3.2  BOOK SELECTION: 
The very purpose intended to be served by a bibliography would indicate the value of the 
document included in it to a given type of user. This is done by adding a note to each document being 
listed. A subject bibliography would indicate what is available on a given subject. Similarly an author 
bibliography would indicate an author’s previous publications and so on. 
3.3 VERIFICATION OF BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS: 
In order to identify or verify bibliographic details one has to depend on bibliographies. A good 
practice is to start with general bibliographies and pass on to specialized ones. 
3.4 LOCATION OF MATERIAL: 
A user may know what he requires but he not know whether it exists or where he can find it. 
For this purpose, a bibliography in the form of a published library catalogue, printed trade list or union 
catalogue can give the necessary information on where to obtain his material.
19
 
4. KINDS OF BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH: 
Bibliography is the study of books as tangible objects. It examines the materials of which they 
are made and the manner in which these materials pit together. It traces their place and mode of origin, 
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and the subsequent adventures which befallen them. It is concerned with the relation of one book to 
another. We may recognize various branches of bibliography as- 
4.1 SYSTEMATIC OR ENUMERATIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Whenever a layman speaks of bibliography, he usually means systematic or enumerative 
bibliography. It is certainly the easiest of all aspects of bibliography to understand. The examination 
of individual books in order “to assemble the resulting entries, simple or elaborate as the case may 
require, into logical and useful arrangements for reference and study” is called systematic 
bibliography.
20
 This requires the adequate listing of records of knowledge in all forms, covering 
published and unpublished material. The object of the systematic bibliography is to collate and list 
information about individual books and related material in a logical or useful order. Such a 
bibliography is usually enumerative, that means that some sort of selection has prevailed in 
determining what to include. 
Importance of systematic bibliography: 
Systematic bibliography is basic to other areas of bibliography because the prerequisite for 
studying a book is that its existence is known. This we can determine through systematic 
bibliographies. 
Functions of systematic bibliography: 
             The basic function of systematic or enumerative bibliography is purely recording one. 
Therefore the recording function must be distinguished from the selecting function. The selecting 
function involves the critical evaluation of the subject content that only the subject specialist is capable 
of doing. On the other hand, a systematic or enumerative bibliography should be complete and non- 
critical in its approach. The selection in systematic bibliography involves accepting those items for 
inclusion, which falls within the scope of the topic concerned or meet the purpose for which the 
bibliography is being compiled. 
Types of systematic bibliography: 
             The field of systematic bibliography can be divided in a number of ways depending upon the 
characteristics used. 
            The following characteristics may be used to distinguish bibliographies:  
 Kinds of material covered (books, periodicals, pictures etc.) 
 The purpose or point of view of the compiler (depends upon the agency responsible 
for creating that bibliography). 
 Geographical area of coverage ( national, international, regional bibliography) 
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4.2. ANALYTICAL OR CRITICAL  BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
            An analytical or critical bibliography involves “investigation of the physical nature of the 
book which can be, and frequently is, sufficiently exhaustive to enable all the circumstances of the 
book’s manufacture and history to be revealed. 
22
 Each bibliographer develops critical evaluation in 
his own way each book is likely to reveal a different kind of evidence. 
              In order to describe the given volume of a book, a bibliographer finds out which work or 
works the given volume of the book contains, which edition it is and whether it is a perfect copy. 
Thus analytical bibliography deals with the physical description of the book. In case a book does 
not give the required facts on its face, then much research will have to be carried out to establish 
satisfactorily, information about the authorship, edition, date, place of printing and perfection of 
the copy. The basic purpose in describing books, is to be able to prepare entries individually, which 
can then be assembled rationally for systematic listing. Analytical bibliography has an important 
relationship to descriptive cataloguing and the history of the book.
23
 
4.1.1 Descriptive Bibliography: 
This is the end product of analytical or critical bibliography. Its function is to primarily 
that of   recording the bibliographic details of a book which has been established during 
the process of analytical bibliography. 
                 Descriptive bibliography aims to describe an ideal copy of any particular edition. 
An ideal copy is the perfect copy of the book, as intended by the printer or publisher for 
final issue. 
 
4.1.2 Textual Bibliography:  
It is the application of analytical bibliography to the contents of the books. It is a 
bibliography applied to textual studies. The chief purpose of such a bibliography is to 
determine the effect of writing or the printing process on the correctness or completeness of 
a text. Thus Textual bibliography deals with textual variations between a manuscript and the 
printed book or between various reprints or editions. An analytical bibliography is 
concerned more with the physical aspects of the book, whereas textual bibliography is more 
interested in the author’s words and tries to determine the exact words that the author 
intended should constitute his work.  
4.3 HISTORICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
            The study of books “as objects of art” may be termed as historical bibliography. It is concerned 
with the art of writing, printing, illumination and binding. 
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According to Stokes, “it is difficult to look critically at a late sixteenth century play, a late 
seventeenth century sermon, an eighteenth century plate book, a nineteenth century novel or 
a twentieth century periodical, without some understanding of the state of printing office, the 
position of the author and the publisher, the channels of book distribution and the general, 
social and cultural climate of the time.
24
 Thus historical bibliography makes an attempt to 
achieve a broad understanding of the milieu of the book in the context of the world of books, 
and social and cultural conditions in existence at the time. 
4.4 UNIVERSAL BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Universal Bibliography is that which lists all documents of all kinds of materials, produced 
in all countries, in every language, at any time, and on all themes. In other words, it is not 
limited in terms of subjects, geographical area, language or form. Thus, it is supposed to list 
all literature that may ever have appeared. 
A selective universal catalogue should be a good alternative to universal bibliography.  
The collection of published catalogue of national libraries is a good alternative. The 
catalogues of great libraries like the Library of Congress (Washington), British Museum 
(London) are good examples of their kind. Taken together, they provide a good alternative 
approach to an international literature of all periods. It would be still better if we were to use 
together catalogues of great national libraries, of leading book dealers and auction 





5. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH IN THE FIELD OF LAW: 
           In the field of law there are different sources which help in doing bibliographical research. It 
contains legal research sources and non- legal research sources. Legal research sources consists of: 
legal dictionaries like Black’s Law Dictionary, words and phrases, other dictionaries other 
language tools like legal writing aids, guide to abbreviations ; legal reference books ;legal 
directories like national and international directories, specialise and local directories, judicial 
directories ; Formbooks ; and Records and Briefs like Supreme Court and other cases. 
  Non - legal research sources consists of: General information like Encyclopaedia and fact books, 
Dictionaries, Research guides and Bibliographies ; Information on Institutions and People 
Libraries, Organizations, corporations, individuals ; Statistics; Periodicals and Newspapers like 
Directories, Published Indexes, Electronics indexes, Full text Databases. 
Bibliographical research helps a researcher to carry an effective research as it provides guidance 
for the different sources which help in collecting the material for his research. 
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For doing a better bibliographical research in the field of law following tools are necessary: 
5.3 ACCESS LAW LIBRARY: 
Like any other library law library is a trinity of men, material and building. A law library 
contains highly specialized materials and this requires special skill to handle. Basically, 
legal material consists of statutory law and reports of decided cases. No library resources 
can be fully utilized without reference to its catalogue, which records its holdings and 
indicates the location of individual items. Law libraries are essentials both to the learning 
and practice of law. Law library contains highly specialized material and this requires 
special skill to handle. 
5.4 LEGAL DICTIONARY: 
Legal dictionary includes definition of legal terms and using a citation to the authority for 
the definition and guides to pronunciation. When the meaning of a particular word or 
phrase used in any statute is to be interpreted in case of any dispute between the parties on 
the interpretation of a particular word. 
5.5 ENCYCLOPEDIAS: 
The purpose of the Legal Encyclopedia is to state in systematic literary form the law 
applicable to various topics. It is mainly used as a starting point for legal research. 
26
 It is 
divided into different legal topics. Legal encyclopedia contains a narrative summary of the 
law, supported by references to primary sources. It may be more current than relevant 
texts. It includes titles on narrow topics for which there is no text.      
5.6     FINDING LEADING TEXTS:   
As a general rule, it is best to start the research with commentary, such as a text or legal 
encyclopaedia. This will provide an overview of the topic, help to define the issues refer to 
journal, articles or primary sources and suggest keywords to use when searching. The text 
should be reviewed critically, with the recognition that coverage, accuracy and orientation 
vary considerably from one text to another. If still a good text is not known on the subject the 
usual entry point is to conduct a key word search in the library catalogue. 
          Text books- for a researcher working on a new problem it is advisable to start with the 
textbooks on the subjects. This will not only give the reader a proper idea of the subject but 
also enable him to find out several another sources of study and decided cases on the subject. 
Text books are the best source of understanding the basic principles on the subject. A 
textbook suffers from the limitations of space as it covers a broad area in a compressed form. 
5.7 LEGISLATIVE MATERIAL: 
   The current legislative material i.e. bills, Acts, Rules, notification, orders etc. are 
published in the Gazette of India. 
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(1) Official publications: Indian code- This is the official publication containing all the 
Acts in force in India, without commentaries. This is kept up to date by issuing 
correction slips from time to time. 
(2)  Acts of parliament: this is an official annual publication containing all the bare Acts 
passed in a particular year, 
(3) State statutes: state acts are published in their respective gazette. 
(4) Legislative history: when the language of the certain provision is ambiguous, the 
courts and researchers have resorted to the history of the legislation to ascertain the 
exact meaning of the provision. Therefore, the dtatement of objects and reasons and 
the report of the select committee, parliamentary debates and constitution assembly 
debates etc. are of great help. 
5.8 CASE LAW: 
Finding case laws- the most common method for finding the case laws on a subject are 
digests and commentaries on particular subjects. Subject indexes given at the end of 
the commentaries are very useful aid to find out the desired case law on the specific 
aspects. The case law decided by Indian Judiciary can be found in following reports: 
(i) Supreme Court Reports- this is monthly publication reporting cases decide by 
the Supreme Court. 
(ii) All India Reporter- among the private law reports, the most commonly used 
and relied upon, even by the courts, is the A.I.R. apart from the Supreme Court 
and High Court cases, it contains several useful features such as the table, the 
cases cited and table of cases reversed or affirmed. 
(iii) India Law Report- this contains cases decided by the High Courts and 
published in the official publication called India Law Report along with the 
name of the High Court. 
(iv) Other reports- there are few reports exclusively devoted to the Supreme Court 
cases such as Supreme Court journal, Scale and Judgement today. 
5.9 DIGESTS: 
A digest of the case law is an index to reported judicial decisions. In a digest, cases are 
classified and arranged according to their subject matter.
27
  
It plays an important role in collecting cases on a particular subject. The main function 
of the digest is to refer to all the reported cases so that one may go through them. The 
most widely used is yearly Digest a monthly published by the Madras Law journal 
Ltd. There are digests of cases relating to particular subjects also such as Income tax 
Digest, Company Law Digest and Labour Law Digest. 
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5.10 JOURNALS:  
Legal writing in the Law journal is the research in the law journal. Legal writing in a 
law journals are rich source of information on a particular point and can be used by the 
researcher in a several ways. There are very few law journals exclusively devoted to 
legal writing in India. Journal articles are particularly useful for developing policy 
arguments and close analysis of difficult cases. 
 
5.11 LAW COMMISSION OF INDIA: 
The Law Commission of India was started in 1955 by an executive order. In order to 
confront new situations and problems which arise from time to time and to amend law 
which calls from amendment, a body like the Law Commission is absolutely essential. 
The function of the Law Commission is to study laws, suggest amendments to the 
same if necessary and to make recommendations for enacting new laws. 
 
6. CONCLUSION: 
                   Research is an important means of acquiring knowledge. Each research study has specific 
purpose. The overall objective of research is to find out the truth, the truth which is hidden and not yet 
known. A researcher should know how to use resource of libraries. He should understand the ways in 
which library organizes their collections and with knowledge of basic bibliographic and reference 
material. With the help of bibliography he can go through other books and the bibliographies of other 
books help him to select book on that topic further. Bibliography has been called the grammar of 
literary investigation. 
Bibliographical research means listing all sources which you have consulted while writing your 
essay or research article. Various kinds of bibliographies are there as systematic or enumerative 
bibliography which includes national and international bibliography, current and retrospective 
bibliography, analytical or critical bibliography, historical and universal bibliography.  
A legal research inevitably involves the use of the books, pamphlets, periodicals and 
documentary materials in libraries. In field of law there are different sources which help in doing 
bibliographical research like law library, legal dictionaries, encyclopaedias, legislative material, case 
laws, journals etc. Bibliographical research is also important in the field of law. For an effective 
bibliographical research in the field of law, it is important to know the different sources of law i.e. 
legal research sources and non- legal research sources. 
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